WHATLVER'S HAPPENSD TO THE WOMEN'S L[IBERATION MOVLMENT?
The need for an autonomous women's movement:

Firstly,in: talking about the women's movement,we must realise
that it has far more strength in London than elsewhere,simply because
of the no,'s of women. involved.Sa it's more possible for womern in Lon.
" don. to hawve confidance about asserting our automomy from men and acting
seperately.Because of this ané also because its easier to squat in.
‘London,its more possible for women to live in women's collectives,Women
who live in towns outside of London must find 1t a real uphill struggle
to assert their political understending and have an autonomous practise
in the face of male definitions about what they should be doing.(This is
put very clearly in the Big Flane women's article about the women's group

on Tower Hill),
"This is one reason why we think the autonomous national women's

movement is essential.
What da we mean by the autonomous women's movement?

Unlike the political parties,we don't see that the women's
wovement ranks with 'the black movement','the students' movement', 'the
unemployed movement' as subsidiaries to industrial struggle that have to
be 'linked up' through the party structure.We see that these movenments
each have fundamental revolutionary impulses and understanding particular
to their own exploitation,they are each part of the revolutionary prodess
and are making leaps forward in revolutionary co nsciousness,

The women's movement has . an impetus of its own and is still in
the garly stages of developing a revolutionary theory and practise.This

impetus will only be maintained by the women's movement remaining an
autonomous movement in ite own right.,

We see that 'autonomy' has a different meaning from"seperatism'.
Women need space and time away from men to define their own needs and
wants,assert our identity in the face of what capitalism and male-
dominated society imposes on us.Sometimes our interests are the same in
Struggle as men's,sometimes they are different,sometimes against.men.‘
'Seperatism' means that women make a principle of acting at all times
seperately from men -this we don't agree with.

Through the autonomy of the women's movement:women's groups,living

- collectives,conferences,many of us have been able to seec what capitalisn
has done to us personally and we've been able to break through some of
the conditioning - been able to break wmnth our primary reliance on men
and build confidance and solidarity in asserting what we want as women,

At the same timc,a systematic analysis of women's fuhction under
capitalism has begun(Margaret Benston's'The Political lLiconomy of Wmen's
Liberation;Maria R.d.C,'s'Women and the Subversion of the Community'.)



Throughrthis we have begun to understand how our personal fuck-ups
have their roots in the relationships of production and reproduction
of the labour force,i.e. we've come to see how our edonomic oppression
and our sexual and personal oppression are one and the same thing.

Qut of this we have begun to build a practise where we can fight
on all fronts - against our ideological roles as sex objects,mothers, -
housewives - as well as against the actual institutions that. control
and exploit us:-hospitals,factories,the family etc.

We see this integration of our struggles against all the forms of
control in our lives is fundamental to the revolutionary movement in
the advanced capitalist societies where the capitalist ideologw is part
of our conscicusness.In the past, political theory has tended to
seperate the different aspects of our lives into economis/social/sexual
snd as a result our practise is partial and cannot reach the whole of
people's experience of capitalist society.

The importance of the women's movement to revolutionary struggle as a
whole.

' The 'compartmentalisation' mentioned above appears to be at the root

of many of the antagonisms expressed at the newsletter conferences:the T
false polarisation of people presenting sexual/personal politics as sonme
something completely different from industrial/community politics.One
of the causes of this antagonism is that those involved in industrial
activity can talk with a confidance and authority that comes from the
fact that there is a long history of revolutionary theory and practise
behind industrial struggles - whereas the theory of sexual repression
and conditioning of personal relationships under capitalism is very
tentative and only small isolated pockets of peole are attempting to
bring this understanding intc thceir practise.And so its very difficult
to talk about sexuality and personal oppression in the conferences -
and people come fo resent the confidance of those involved in industri
al struggles.

- But what seals this split is that 'sexualti','industry' and'comm-
unity' are still seen as scperate - whereas we should be working out
how the relationships of production are repppduced in our sexual and

social relationships - and how our social, sexual conditioning keeps
itions.This means that those =

People going back to the same working cond
grganising at the point of production have to understand sexual/

social conditioning and brlng this into their practise gust as much as

those involved in social/sexual struggles in the community have to

understand the relations of production and bring this into their PE%@?
We think this integration has begun to take place particularly

through the women's liberation movement.
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Women and the Politics of Autonony.
In the industrial situation, the 'Politics of autonomy' méans

the assertion of our own needs against the needs of the bosses.,
Traditionally, struggles have been wagde in the industraal situation
by workers demanding a 'fair' wage,a 'share of the profits'.In the
Tactories capitalism has used the workers' struggles for more money to
serve the capitalists' need for more productivity;the result. is a growth
- economy which suits the nceds of capital,and a steady rate of inflation
which means that what the worker earns in wages is taken back by the
food companies and the landlords and the tax-man.This has happened
largely because the Trade Unions,which usually act as the mediators in
these negotiations,accept the capitalists' 'right' to make a. 'fair
profit',so long as the workers are getting more money too.

We don't accept the bosses right to make a profit,and we do thihk
we'd be better off without an.y busses at all.We fight for our needs as
pecple who want whole,satisfying lives - and we see that these desires
effectivley put a spoke in the smooth-running wheel of capitaiism - if
you want to stay in bed with someons you love,you'll be late for work.,
If you getfriendly with your workmates,you'll resust béing noved about.
If you feel under the weather you'll have a day off.Sometimes you just
don't feel like working at all - you fuel lise going cut and enjoying
yourself with your friends,

But to fit in with the needs of capital,we have to surrender our
desires,our identities as pecple,and become just labour power,appendages
of mechines - or for women:sex objects,loving wife and mother,efficient
and capable housewife,moral educatorgnurse'and dumb half-wit,.

The digcovery of ourselves as people,the assertion of our needs
and wants,is our ekpression of political autonomy,wether iys in the
factory, the huﬁu or the hed.People at work'challenge their function as
wage labourers by sabotaging their products,arrange their work time so
they can chat and booze with their,friensgqrganize'collective grime
rings to rip-off the product - they refuse to be 'workers'.

Women refuse to spend all day with the kids,put them into care
when things get desperate,leave their husbands when they've had enough,
refuse to keep the lhome spotless,refuse to be pretty,patient,have sex
we don't want,kids we don't want - we refuse to be'women',

The contradictions of women's role are becoming gréater as more
wonen are brought'into the workforce and expected to work for less money
and perform two functions - the one in the home being unpaid. The
pressures and strains on women's lives are incceasing as the income she
has to manage as the housewife is being stretched by inflation,welfare
cuts and incceasing taxation.The institutions she has to deal with are
becoming more factory like and alienating(eg.schcols and hospitals)
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and the power is being turned up through adverts and magazines to
make women conform, and through the social services,
The contradéction betwe.n the pressure put on women to conform
to their ideclogical role and the impussiblity of their doing this
is starting to explode, | | .
It is for these reasons that we see the whole question of capit-
alist ideclogy is being brought to the forefront through the womens #
liberation movement. |
This question is an essential part of present day revolutionary
theory and practice - because the revolutionary movement against
economic/state structures can be hindered by the ideological condition-
ing in people's haeds and relationships. So we see wmen's struggles
as being fundamentally important to the development of a Fevolutionary
movement,

The Future of the Autonomcus Wonen's Movenent

The womens liberation conferences

The national conferences have remained dominated by middle class
reformism. So the womens Socialist conferences were started in '73.
Unfortunately these have been uséd by the political parties to hammer
out a 'strategy' for the womens movement which has alienated a lot of
revolutionary women.
' There are different tendencies, which can be roughly summarised as:
Pirssly, those who see womens stru,gle in opposition to the class
struggle. We would agree that the struggle‘for wonmens liberation
cannot wait for the industrial working class to get going -~ but here
the radical feminists should be distinguished from the wishy wash of
amorphous femingsts. The radical feminixsts say that class ﬁifﬁ

divisions are not economic/ ideological but biological and rest on

bioldgiéal sex differences and reproductive functions and therefore
there are ohly two classes - men and women,

We don't. think that the bioclogical differencc is in itself so
fundamental to;pcople's livess thét it is rather capitalism that has
perpetuated and exaggerated this division of labour bFXINEXEPRAZXILHE
zﬁxwﬁgxxiaﬁﬁﬁxgXK@XKKKKKXKgXXtxwiXEXXXWKKXEXzﬁﬁﬁXngKaixﬁﬂﬁxgﬂxiaX
to a certain extent, but in fact wonmen are brought in and out of the

workforce according to capitalism's needs and we see that 118 more
the ideolbgy of women's inferiorityr(tninks: and therefore non-
nilitant) that keeps the home fires burning.

Secondly, in contrast to the radical feminists, are the women in the
Trotskyist and Communist partivs, who argue that the fundamental
oppression of capitalist society is the extraction of surplus value
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by the bosses from the workers and all other furms of oppression are
reducible to this. So they insist that the struggle of womens
liberation can only be at the point of production.

To these we would answer that 'scizing the means of production'
1s too0 narrow a conception of what revolution is about - to be a
revolution at all it must assert people's needs in every area of
their lives. It doesn't just take place in the workplace but is
fought in the cummunity, at home, in bed.
Thirdly, there is the tendency that unites the insights of both these
groups in the understanding that women's struggles are the class
struggle as waged by women. This is the position of the Power Of
Women (P.0.W.) collective and other Marxist Feminists.

We share the analysis that revolutionary struggle is not only
‘or the ownership of the means of production but is a struggle to
revolutionise the social relations of production. But we see the
P.0.W. demand for Wages for Housework as a diversion from this struggle
The demand could be granted through the Tax Credit System (already
the Labour Govermment is saying that & the tax crevits will go to the
wife) and we'll just end up in an endless haggle over a 'fair! wa ge
for housework, The demand accepts the boss/worker relationship - a.
01t for him and a bit for me, with hin defining what's 'fair', We
fight for our needs irrespective of whether or not they can be met

by capitalism, _ _

Also, this demand says nothing about how women can struggle
cgainst out functidn as repwoducers of the social relations of prod-
uction, I.e. our IDEQOLOGICAL role as hausewives, mothers and sex
objects and consumers. The demand puts the perspective that we should
oarry,on'doing these functions - but get paid for then, ,

Women start changing their idea of thems&lves when they start
taking action and organising. E.g. when women are putting a lot of
time into organising a rent strike they have to question the amount
of time they put into looking after their kids, doing the housework
and making themselves look attractive. We sce it is through struggle
that the myths about a 'womans place' break down - because these
“yths are confronted on a practical everyday level,

So we see that women are goeing to change their ideologiqal role
through the actions theytake, rather than/ﬁgﬁgﬁéhdemands.

rerspectives For the Women Involved In the Newsletter
Although a lot has been written in the newsletter about womens

struggle, its importance has hever entered into discussions at the
conferences. At the last conference it was decided to have a
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general discussion on the womens movement but it got forgotten about
becguse of an argument between the nen

Capitalist divisions and values are stlll rife amongst the
'militants'. Talking about an unsuppurtcd mothers group can seem
very insignificant compared with !'the strug gle at Fords' when in fact
the problems brought up in a meeting of unsupported mums question the
the workingé'of capitalisn at all levels - kids housing, sex, work...

We see the need for autonocmous women's mectings to thoroughly
talk gut our practice and to develop our analysis of womens function

and 51tuat10n undor ‘capitalism,

A Framework For the Future
.80 far the discussions in .the womens meetings have been disjointed
because . theres no- framework within which to. talk about our particular

experiences. ;
The Welfare State

Many women have chosen to be éctive in the community rather than
the workplace. - '

But what is the community? For many of us its a series of
astitutions - the council, schools, hdspitals, social services,
ocial security - which we form separate groups to work around. At
the moment our activity can seem like endless battles against instit-
ut;ons because we don't express a political analysis to direct these
struggles (many people left the Claimants Unions because of this). In
fact, all these institutions are part 6f the Welfare State. We need
an analysis of the Wrlfare State as a whole - its hiétory, the ideas
behind it (Keynes and Beveridge), how the different institutions mould
the working force and family structure that capitalism necds, how: they
are all the time being adapted to suit capitalism's needs and suppress

ours.

Womens ideulogioal role is becoming more contradictory due to
these changus in the Welfare State., The adverts and magazines ete
tell us to be ideal housew1vcs etc while the actual institutions that
weonen have to deal with as housewives or mothers slowly disintegrate:
the disappearance of welfare benefits
the end 6f subsidised council housing
she destruction of the extended family as people are moved to new
towns and estates

shaos ih schools
Or they are becoming more centralised and reinforecing our role:
cuntrallsatlon of hospltals_ and Nat Health Service
populatlon conxrol through Stbrlllsatlon and abortlon
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'soft cops', the 5001al se rv1ccs patchlng up the breakﬁowns and maklng

wonen 'cope!, L P e %

It would bé gbod to.discussiour'préctiCQ.ih the context of th ese

s g aen

developments, e .
s o T e

.

Communi ty VerSus'bek?ﬂ_ : .
We think 400 mhch“cmphasis has beun’ put on wome el organlslnv in

the connunity rather than the work plaoe Thc dpv lopnpnts taklng

‘place at work andithrou sh the -wage effbct women at houp Juct as nuch

as men and women in tho wdrkplace , , _
One cof womens partlculdr functlons 1s making the famiiy's inéome
cover the famlly B nuwds. Thls is beconing 1mpossible‘due to: j?ﬁ?ﬁ
steady inflation in prices and rents-. .~ : s
increase in: taxatlon\(propurtlon takvn out of wages went up l2ﬁ 71 72)
increasing unCﬂplOVﬁLnt - thu 3 day Week the recession mean a.further;

loss in income to the famzly as a whole ‘
the Tax Credit systen means the State decidés what the family's needs
are and the dep is adgust 1 mccordlngly ; ‘ o ;

Also, it can't be: 1@norpd that the nagorlty of wome n‘go“duf to
work now. We need to look at the struggles womun are Waving at work-.:
- the demand for equal pay, créche Provisions, flchts agalnst redund- o
ancies- what womenﬂs‘heeds in the work 81tuat10n are..

Onz the basis of this paper we Propose that W€ have a womens At
neeting on Saturday murnln@ to discuss the futurc of the autonomous o
womens movement and how we want to urganise oursclvbs Concrete

uggestions are°'rugular mLotlnﬂs butwecn wunun in newsletter Grodps
and othurwomen ‘who 're 1ntcrbstgd take part in the nutlonal SOClullSt

[ T

weekend workshops; prepare dis cussion Dupers for them; organise a-

o

wevkend WUTkShUp about 'womun and thu‘dblfaru State!,
Also we would like to' discuss’ the_llpurtanCO of the wome : .
struggle to the development of a revolutionary rovencnt bbtwcbn . s X

evergbodz at the conference,

: love and solidarity,
wonen from Heckney and sast London Big Flame



